
 

 

  

Beyond the gifts we receive and the parties we celebrate, the 
Church invites us to prepare our minds and hearts for the 
coming of our savior through the season of Advent.  
 
The word "Advent" comes from the Latin word "Adventus" 
which means arrival.  
  
Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of 
evergreen branches which symbolizes the new life that God 
gives to us. Inserted on it are four candles, representing the four 
weeks of Advent.  Three candles are purple and one is rose.   
  
The purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance, and 
preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time.  
 

The rose candle is lit 
on the third Sunday 
called Gaudete 
Sunday, wherein the 
priest also wears 
rose vestments at 
Mass; Gaudete 
Sunday is the Sunday 
of rejoicing, because 
the faithful have 

arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is 
now half over and they are close to Christmas. The light of the 
candles represents Christ who is the light of the world.  
  
Families are encouraged to have their own Advent wreaths at 
home while waiting for the birth of the Savior of the world.  



1  

BLESSING OF AN ADVENT WREATH  
  

Introductory Rites  

  

When the family has gathered, the head says  :  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit  
  

R. Amen  
  

The head greets those present in the following words  :  

Let us praise God, who enlightens every 

heart, now and forever.  
  

R. Amen  
  

In the following or similar words, the head prepares those 

present for the blessing:    

My brothers and sisters, today we begin the 

season of Advent. We open our hearts to 

God’s love as we prepare to welcome Christ 

into our lives and homes.   
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The candles of this wreath remind us that 

Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of 

sin and to lead us into the light of his glorious 

kingdom.   
  

READING OF THE WORD OF GOD  

  

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of 

  the prophet Isaiah (9:1-2, 5-6)  
  

The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light;  

Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a 

light has shone.  
  

You have brought them abundant joy  

and great rejoicing;  

As they rejoice before you as people rejoice at 

harvest, as men make merry when dividing 

the spoils.  
  

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; 

upon his shoulder dominion rests.  

They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.  
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His dominion is vast and 

forever peaceful,  

From David’s throne, and over his kingdom,  

which he confirms and sustains 

By judgment and justice, both 

now and forever.  
  

Responsorial Psalm  
  

Psalm 80  
  

R. Lord, make us turn to you, and we shall be 

saved.  
  

O Shepherd of Israel, hearken, O 

guide of the flock of Joseph!  

From your throne upon the cherubim, shine 

forth before Ephraim, Benjamin, and 

Manasseh. R.  
  

Once again, O Lord of hosts, look 

down from heaven, and see;  

Take care of this vine,  
  

4  
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and protect what your right hand has planted, 

the son of man whom you yourself made 

strong. R.  
  

May your help be with the man of your right 

hand, with the son of man whom you 

yourself made strong.  

Then we will no more withdraw from you; 

give us new life, and we will call upon your 

name. R.  
  

INTERCESSIONS  

  

The head of the family says:  

Christ came to bring us salvation and has 

promised to come again. Let us pray that we 

may be always ready to welcome him.  
  

R. Come, Lord Jesus.  
  

Reader:  

That the keeping of Advent may open our 

hearts to God’s love, we pray to the Lord. R.  
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Reader:  

That the light of Christ may penetrate the 

darkness of sin, we pray to the Lord. R.  
Reader:  

That this wreath may constantly remind us to 

prepare for the coming of Christ, we pray to the 

Lord. R.  
  

Reader:  

That the Christmas season may fill us with 

peace and joy as we strive to follow the 

example of Jesus, we pray to the Lord. R.  
  

In the following or similar words the head of the family 

invites all present to sing or say the Lord’s prayer  

With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, 

let us offer our prayer to the Father:  
  

All. Our Father…  
  

PRAYER FOR BLESSING  

  

invites all present to sing or say the Lord’s prayer  

With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, 

let us offer our prayer to the Father:  
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Lord God, your Church joyfully awaits the 

coming of its Savior, who enlightens our hearts 

and dispels the darkness of ignorance of sin.  

Pour fourth your blessings upon us as we light the 

candles of this wreath; may their light reflect the 

splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever.   
  

R. Amen  
  

The first candle is lighted.   
  

CONCLUDING RITE  

The head of the family concludes the rite by signing himself or 

herself with the sign of the cross and saying:  

May the light of Christ lead us to the joy of his 

kingdom, now and for ever.   
  

R. Amen  
  

It is preferable to end the celebration with a suitable song.   
  

Prayer Source:  
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